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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT,.
The Legislative Couneil met at noon.

PROCLAMATION,

The Clerk of Parlinments {Mr. L. L.
Leake) read the proclamation of His Excel-
leney the Liewt.-Governor summoning the
third session of the Eighteenth Parliament.

COMMISSIONER.

Tis Excelleney's Commissioner, the Hon-
ourable Sir John Patrick Dwyer, Chief Jus-
tice, having entered the Chamber, a message
was sent fo the Legislative Assembly request-
ing the presence of members in the Counecil
Chamber.

Members of the Legislative Assembly
having arrived aceordingly, the Commis-
stoner requested the Clerk to read His Ex-
cellency’s Commission to do all things neces-
sary in the name and on the part of His
Majesty the King or in the name and on the

part of His Exeellency for the opening and
holding of the third session of the Eight-
eenth Parliament.

The Commission was read.

The Cowmmissioney
statement :—

read the following

Hon. Members of the Legislative Council
und Members of the Legislative Assembly—

I have it in command to inform you that at
three o’clock this afterncon, I, on bLehalf of
His Excelleney the Licut.-Governor, will de-
clare to you the causes of the calling together
of this session of Parliament; and it being
neeessary that a President of the Legislative
Council be first chosen, it is Hia Execllency's
plestsure that you, Honourable Members of the
Legisiative Council, after those who have been
newly elected have been duly swern by me in
terms of a Commission granted to me by His
Exeellency, do elect your President and notify
the same to His Excellency.

Mcembers of the Legislative Assembly re-
tired from the Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

The Clerk of Parliaments then announced
the return of writs for the election of mem-
bers, showing that the following had heen
duly elected for the province set opposite
their respective names:—Hon, C. F. Baxter
{East), Hon, J. G. Hislop (Metropolitaun),
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban), Hon. W, R. Hali (North-East), Hou.
C. H. Simpson (Central), Hon. G. Bennetts
(South), Hon. A. L. Loton (South-East),
Hon. W. J. Mann (South-West), Hon. E.
H, Gray {(West), Hon. R. M. TForrest
(North).

These memhers took and subscribed the
oath and signed the roll.
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ELECTION OF FPRESIDENT.

The Clerk of Parliaments reported that,
following upon the resignation as President
of the Hon. Sir John Waters Kirwan, the
oftice of President was vacant.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Ilon. W. H.
Kitson—West} [12.22]: I move—

That the Hon, James Cornell do take the
Chair in the Council as President.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [12.23]:
1 have very much pleasure in seconding the
motion.

HON. J. CORNELL: T am deeply ap-
preciative of the honour about to be eon-
terred upon me and I agree to aecept the
position of President.

No other member having been proposed,

THE PRESIDENT ELECT: I have al-
ready intimated that I am deeply apprecia-
tive of the honour conferred upon me. All
1 wish to add is that for the past 20 years
hon. memhers bave weighed me in the
balance as Chairman of Committees, and 1
do mnot think they have found me wanting.
The oflice of President—the highest that can
be conferred on any hon. member—earrics
grave responsibilities. 1 follow excellent
men—I think T am James the Seventh—who
have filled that position honourahly and well
and impartiaily. I will endeavour to ecarry
out the duties of President as impartially
as I earried out those of Chairman of Com-
mittees for 20 years, irrespeetive of the poli-
tica! ereeds of hon. members. 1 will endeav-
our to be fair and just.

Sitting suspended from 12.30 to 3 p.m.

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT
ELECT,

THE PRESIDENT: I desire to inform
the House that I have waited upon and have
been presented to His HExeelleney the Lieut.-
Governor as President elect of the Legisla-
tive Council, and His Excellency has been
pleased to signify his approval of the choice
of the Council.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR’'S OPENING
SPEECH.
The Commissioner entered the Couneil
Chamber at 3.2 p.m. and, the members of
the Legislative Assembly having also attend-

ed in the Chamber, obediently to summons,
on behalf of His Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor delivercd the following Speech:—

My, President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Aggsembly—

On the 10th June, 1946, the people of
Western Australia joined with other peoples
of the British Empire in appropriate cele-
hration of the historie vietory over our
enemies won at such grievous cost.

In common with the rest of the World
the State fuces serious problems due to
the disruption of industry, trade and com-
merce inevitably arvising from six years of
war.

Ministers fully recognise the heavy ve-
sponsibility which rests upon the com-
munity to re-establish in eivil lite those
whose service and saeritice contributed so
much to our national preservation. Plans
prepared in advanece have been put into
operation and no substantial unemployment
problem has yet been created by rapid de-
mobilisation. Many important industries
in country areas are unable to secure the
labour they require. In other indunstries
employment is restricted by a shortage of
materials,

The position is being constantly and
clogely watehed. With the commencement
of the Commonwealth Unemployment and
Sickness Benefits Act, the Commonwealth
(iovernment hns assumed responsibility for
providing employment, but a great oblige-
tion still rvests upon the State. A Stakc
Post-War Works Committee has been
ereated nnd ailotted the task of planning
State works. Hepresentatives of the Com
monwealth Government have heen ap
pointed to this Committee, which, by worlk:
ing in eclose eo-operation with Federa
Authorities, hopes to maintain eontinuity of
employment.

In many parts of the world the task o
reconstruction has been impeded by grawve
industrial turmoil. It is extremely pleasing
te vecord that industrial bharmony eon
tinnes to prevail in Western Australia.

Western Australia hns the eapacity 1«
produce vast quantities of the food whiel
the world so nrgently needs. By increasing
production we can make a suhstantial con
tribution to relieving the starvation and
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misery which confront millions of our fel-
low men, The Government is endeavouring
.to promote the maximum production of
food in the shortest possible time.

Improved results have rewarded the con-
stant attention given to the pressing
problem of coal supplies which have been
inadequate to meet the expanding require-
ments of transport, industry, power and
lizhting. The Government has sought to
adjust differences of opinion existing be-
tween mine owners and employees and to
climinate all factors which have retarded
production. The appointment of a Royal
Commissioper {AMr. W. J. Wallwork) who
has been continnously available to deal
with difficulties as they arise has resulted
in marked improvement, not only in pro-
duction, but in the general atmosphere.

As a resuit of a comprehensive inquiry
undertaken by the Commissioner into all
aspects of the industry, considerable in-
formation will shortly he available which
will lead te improvemeants in working
conditions, t¢ an increase in produetivity.
and genervally to an adjustment of many
problems et present associated with the
industry.

One of the most acute and difficult war-
caused problems facing the Government is
the grave housing shortage. No effort is
Peing spaved to remove the many obstacles
impeding the consiruetion of the State’s
arrears of housing requirements, and
Ministers are concentrating on expediting
provision of materials which continue in
short snpply.

Until housing materials become available
in greater quantities it will unfortunately
be necessary to retain the allocation of
bunilding permits to ensure that urgency of
need is the determining faetor in using the
limited supplies.

During the year ended the 30th Juue
permits were issued for 1,483 dwellings and
620 houses were completed or in course
of construction under the Commonwealth-
State Rental Housing Scheme. The Housing
Division of the Public Works Department
has completed 29 houses under day labour
conditions snd has a further 106 under
construetion.

A Magistrate has been commissioned to
conduct a comprehensive examination of
the couses of shortages of materials and

labour, and, to recommend remedial mea-
sures, While formidable difficultics remain
to be overcome, definite progress is being
made and steady acceleration in the rate
of building is expected.

My, Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Asgsembly—

Expenditure for the year 1943-46 ex-
ceeded revenue by £912,550.

Under the Commonwealth Income Tax
(Reimburseimnent) Act, the State has sub-
mitted a elaim to the Commonwealth
Grants Cominission for the amount neces-
sary to enable the budget to be balanced,
and Ministers are hopeful that the full
claim will be met.

In spite of the protests of the State
Governments, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has decided to contipue the system
of uniform taxation adopted during the
war as a temporary measure. This action,
if permanent, will have far-reaching effects
on the fnaneial position of the State,
When the Commonwealth Government
could not be indueed to abandon its pra-
posal, the States endeavoured to make the
best possible bargain and an agreement was
reached wherchy the States will receive
additional eompensation. For 1946-47
Western Australia will reeccive the sub-
stantial inerease of £740,000 over the figure
payable under the wartime arrangement,
and as population and noational ineome
grow, all States will reccive additional
payments.

Ar. President and Hon. Members of the
Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Membars of the Legislative
Assembly—

Approximately 300 men are employed on
the preparation of farms for the War
Serviee Land Settlement Scheme, The main
Dairy Farm project in¢ludes 225 fayrms and
allotment is expeeted to commence at an
early date. Great difficulty has been ex.
perienced in obtaining sufficient farms in
wheat and sheep areas. A number of hold-
ings have already been purchased and allot-
ment of some should commence in the near
future. The training in agriculture of ex-
servicemen was commenced early this year
on selected farms and at the Muresk
Agrieultural College. An intensive eourse
of training for returned service men with
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previous experience of farming and who are
to obtain farms under the War Bervice
Land Settlement Scheme will shortly be
provided at the centre being established at
Harvey.

The Rural and Industries Bank which
commenced business on the 1st October,
1945, has now seventeen branches and eleven
agencies. Business is steadily inercasing
and prospeects for the future are bright.
Publie support has fully justified this pro-
gressive legislation.

The Government is fully seized with the
vital importance of increasing the State’s
population and the question of immigration
is receiving careful eonsideration. The
State was represented at a Conference of
Commonwealth and State officers and a
Committee has been appoinied to investigate
the absorptive capaecity of the State. In
order to encourage a rapid revival of tour-
ist traffie, the Tourist Bureau has been re-
organised and use is being made of films
as a medinm of publieity.

The season for our primary products has
opened favourably throughont the South-
West and the greater part of the wheat
belt.

The world-wide food shortage has greatly
altered the short term prospeels for some
of the Btate’s agricultural produets, and
for some time to come there will be a ready
market for all the wheat and meat that can
be produced. In c¢o-operation with the Com-
monwealth and other State Governments,
BMinisters are endeavouring to stabilise the
priece of certain primary produets over a
number of years, and measures to give
effeet to the wheat priece stabilisation
scheme will be placed before you for con-
sideration. The prospects for adequate
supplies of fertilisers are brighter than for
some years, and it is anticipated that during
the coming season producers will be able
to obtain full requirements.

Eftorts are being made to obtain markets
for onr eommodities in the Near East and
India. After an intexrval of several years
the export of fruit to the United Kingdom
and Scandinavian eountries has been re-
sumed.

Modern laboratories have been ereeted
to deal with problems of animal health
and nutrition.

Plans for rehabilitation of the gol:
mining industyy formulated by the Govern
ment prior to the end of the war have beer
put into operation as far as possible. Thes
plans inelude intensified geological explora
tion and research, assistanee to prospector.
and State Battery facilities.

Many ex-servicemen eligible under th
Commonwealth Deconstruetion Training
Scheme have joined the Schools of Mine
at Kalgoorlie, Norseman and Wiluna, an¢
many uiore are expected as demobilisation
progresses.

Many mines eompelled to eclose during
the war have re-commenced operations anc
monthly production figures are encouraging
While many war caused difficulties remain
there is every indieation that this grea
industry will steadily return to the out
standing position whieh it formerly occupiec
among the industries of the State.

The State and Commonwcalth Govern
ments have agreed to provide finance ke
enable the Freney Oil Bore in the Kimber
leys to be deepened, and boring will com
menee as soon as possible. It is hoped
that exploratory oil work will he under
tnken on other likely properties.

For the year 1943 factory employmen
reached the all-time record of 29,146, Thi
figure of £8,001,000 for wages and salarie:
paid was also a record.

Secondary industries finaneially assistec
by the Government econtinue to mak
marked progress. Inquiries arve being re
ceived continually from Iastern State:
manufacturers desirous of extending thed
activitios to Western Australia. The Smal
Arms Ammunition Faetory at Welshpoo
has been leased from the Commonwealtl
Government and accommodation amounting
to 300,460 sq. feet has been made availabl
to sixteen industrial undertakings.

Constrnetion of a Wood Distillation an¢
Charcoal Iron Plant at Wundowie is pro
cecding satisfactorily and produetion wil
commence early in the new year. About 101
tons of potash fertiliser are now being pro
dueed weekly by the State (W.A.} Alunit
Industry at Chandler. As soon as modi
fications and additions to the plant, now it
hand, have heen completed, grade and out
put will be improved still further.

In addition to participating with re
presentatives of the Commonwealth an
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Queenstand Governments in the Northern
Australia Development Committee, the Gov-
ernment is taking independent measures {o
inerease production and improve living
conditions in the North-West. Research
Stations are being set up in the Kimberley
and Pilbara distriets. Cool stores are being
established at each North-West port and
plans for considerable public works are in
hand. Jetties are being repaired and ad-
ditional storage faeilities provided at Point
Samson to handle blue asbestos from the
Hamersley Ranges.  Acquisition of the
new freighter by the State Shipping
Service will effeet an urgently required
improvement in transport. The Wyndham
Meat Works expect to treat 28,000 head
of cattle during the current season. A
commencement has heen made on a road
programme totalling £165,000.

As a first step in the co-ordinated de-
velopment of Fremantle Harbour, the Gov-
ernment has engaged the serviees of a very
highly qualified harbours engineer fo pre-
pare a comprehensive scheme whieh will
progressively meet immediate and future
needs, and ta locate a smitable site and
draw up plans for docking facilities at
Fremantle.  Extensions to North Wharf
quavs and Vietoria Quay are in hand.

The Government has purchased some of
the equipment reqnired for the deepening
of Bunbury Harbour, and proposals for
the progressive development of Albany
Harbour have been prepared.

The eonstrnetion of Stirling Dam to pro-
vide water for the irrigation of areas
North and South of Harvey which was
suspended during the war was resumed in
Februavy last,

Measures have heen prepaved for your
consideration which provide for the neces-
sary administration of eountry water areas
and for a scheme for the retiemlation of
water over an area of approximately 12
million aeres extending from near Dalwal-
linu in the North to near Borden in the
Somth. Preliminary work for the raising
of Mundaring Weir by 32 feet is in hand.

The Government has purchased a large
renge of wmodern esrith-moving, road-mak-
ing and land-cleaving mechanised plant.
An extensive road programme has been pre.
paved but shortages of labour and material
have delayed operations.

The years of- war left a legacy of defer-
red work to be earried ont in the Railway
Department.  The Government has com-
menced a rehabilitation and deferred main-
tenanee programme involving an expendi-
ture of £3,776,000 over a period of 10
years. The programme covers new loco-
motives and rolling stock, additions and
alterations to the Midland Junction Work-
shops inc¢luding new machinery, country
road serviees to be operated in conjunction
with railways, and deferred maintenance
to permanent way and buildings. Improved
cogching stock i hand or in course of
design inclndes day and sleeping conches,
and dining and kitchen cavs,

The Railways will provide better passen.
ger serviees by eliminating mixed fraing
and substituting direet passenger traips,
The use of diesel-electrie rail ears has been
greatly extended over country branch lines.
Exeention of this policy will be expedited
with the delivery of six new diescl-elcetrie
trains now on order from England.

The question of effective eo-ordination
of all forms of transport is now under
consideration and amending legislation will
be placed before you.

The Electricity Commission has assnmed
control of the Government Electricity
Supply and has taken preliminary steps to
aequire the undertaking of the Collie Power
Company. The carrying out of the South-
West Power Scheme will be proseeuted
vigorously and partienlar attention given
to the improvement of electricity supplies
in conntry towns.

Foundation work in connection with tha
new power station at South Fremantle is
well forward, and the objective is to com-
plete it at the earliest possible date.

The production of timber is still only
two-thirds of noxmal but is expected to
improve as more men become available and
new mills are established. In order to
satisfy local demands exports are reduneed
to a minimum. The report of the Honorary
Poyal Commission appointed to examine
the Timber Industry Housing Bill intro-
duced last Session is available for your
consideration.

Several vessels have been acquired, fit-
fed with refrigeration and made available
to ex-servicemen for deep sca fishing.
Pearling is being re-established and pros.
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pects in Whaling are being vigorously
pursued. An aetive policy of fisheries re-
search is proceeding.

Important advanees in the sphere of
public health are reeeiving consideration,
ineluding a eampaign against tuberculosis,
provision of hetter pre-natal care and ob-
stetrie facilities, and extension of school
medical and dental examination. The Gov-
ernment has adopted a system of Hegional
Hospitals and improved medieal attention,
diamnostic facilities and hospital accom-
modation will be provided in rural arcas
as quickly as eireumstances permit,

It is hoped that the necessary facilitics
will =oon be availahle to give effect to the
deeision to rnise the school-lerving age.
Recent improvements in edueation include
the payment of allowances to afford country
children greater edueational opportunity
and the employment of itinerant teachevs
to supervise the work of Correspondence
pupils. No less than 130 bus services now
convey pupils of former one-feacher schools
to large counfry ecentres where they are
afforded opportunities of a wider and more
liberal education,  More than 6,000 ex-
servieemen are recelving voeational train-
ing in the State’s terhnieal institutions,

State expenditure an the welfare of
aborizines has reached a record figure and
further improvements are contemplated.
Thirty-eight natives have applied for certi-
ficates of citizenship under the provisions
of the recent legislation.

Tn addition to the Bills already mentioned
a comprehensive programme of legislation
has heen prepared, including measures
dealing with industrial matters, milk, ver-
min, eontrol of betting, and the functions
of the State Insurance Office. A Bill will
be intrednced to provide for helding a
veferendum on certain questions relating
to the Legislative Couneil, and measnres
to amend the Traffic Act and the Feeding
Stuffs Act will also be placed hefore you,

I now declare this session of Parliament
open and frust that Providence may bless
vour labours.

His Excellenev’s Commissioner then with-
drew from the Chamber.

The President took the Chair.

BILL—TRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [3.30]: In order to assert
and maintain the undoubted rights and priv-
ileges of this House to initiate legislation
I move, without notice, for leave to intro-
duce a Bill entitled “An Aet to amend Sce-
tions 7 and 12 of the Friendly Societies Act
1894-1939.”

Leave given; Bill introduced and rcad a
first time,

LIEUT-GOVERENOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION.

The PRESIDENT: TFor the sake of
preater acenracy, I have obtained from His
Excellency the Licut.-Governor, copies of the
Speech that has heen delivered on his be-
Lalf to Pariiament, These will be distributed
among hon, members,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Duy.

HON, G. FRASER (West) [3.37): T
move;—

That the following Address be presented to
Hiy Excelleney the Lieat.-Governor in reply
to the Speeeh delivered to Parliament on his
hehalf:—.

“May it please Your Execlleney: We, the
mwembers of the. Legislative Couneil of the
State of Western Australia, in Parlinment as-
eembled, beg to express our loyalty te our
Most Graeions Sovereign and to thank Your
Execll ney for the Speech delivered to Parlia-
ment on your behalf.'’

At the assembling of this first session
of Parliament since victory in World War 2,
we find some strange faces in the Chamber.
In the first place we miss very much the
genial personality of His Exeellency the
Licut.-Governor. We greatly regret the
reason for his non-appearance today. T
would, at this stage, like to offer my deepest
sympathy to His Excellency in the great loss
that he has sustained. We were pleased to
see His Honour, the Chief Justice, and I
think his appcarance here today goes some
way towards making history. During my
period in this Chamber, at any rate, I eannot
recollect either the Governor or the Lieut.-
Governor not delivering the Governor's
Speeeh on any previous geeasion,
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At this stage I wish to congratulate our
worthy leader, the Chief Secretary, on his
appointment as Agent-General. I think
members will agree with me that it is an
honour weil deserved. He has given wonder-
ful serviee in this Chamber, and I feel sure
that he will give just as good service on the
other side of the world. We shall miss him
greatly, and the high standard he has set in
this Chamber will be very difficult of at-
tainment by his sueecessor,

T wish also to congratulate the new mem-
bers. For some years we have passed
through the baltle of the eleetions and have
re-assembled with the samg faces. On this
oceasion, however, we have three new mem-
hers. I should like to mention that T will
indeed miss my old colleague, the Hon. Tom
Moore, and to a lesser extent the former
member for the North Provinee, Mr. Carnish,
Of course, it goes without saying that Sir
John Kirwan will be missed by us all. I
have deferred expressing, till Jast of all, my
congratulations to you, Mr. President, on
your appointment to that high oifice, but the
fact that I have mentioned yon last of all
does not mean that this represents the least
of my congratulations. You have certainly
cearned the honour that has been conferred
upon you today, and I feel sure you will
ceurry out your duties as President just as
ably as you earried out the duties of Chair-
man of Committees. T know that quite a
lot of the unruly memhers of the Chamber
will want to test you out today with a view
to ascertaining how severe you are likely to
be in future in presiding over our debates.
Perhaps somewhat contrary to my usnal
practice, T shall not give them aun oppor-
tunity.

Hon, W, J. Mann: For a change!

Hon. G, FRASER: It will probably he
quite a change. In order not to give them
that opportnnity, T propose not to touch
upon anything controversial hut rather to
prefer one or two requests which T hope will
not fall upon deaf ears.

First of all I wish to make a request to
the Minister in charge of the Land Titles
Office. Anyone who has had to do business
in that office in reeent years will agree with
me when I say that quite a considerable
change is required there. So far as the stalf
of the offiee is concerned, one could not wish
for a better. The members of the staff are
courteons, obliging and patient. The trouble

is that the officc is woefully under-staffed,
The accommodation provided also needs to
be improved. It is rather galling when
members of the publie having business to do
in that offiec have to stand for one, one-and-
a-half or two hours to put through an ordi-
nary transfer which, if they could get pro-
per attention, would not take more than
five or 10 minutes. The position is more un-
fortunate when some of the law clerks are
congregnted there, and if one is unlucky
enough to get hehind two or three of them,
one has to wait from one te two honrs in
order to get attended to. Men required for
the staff eannot be picked up in the streets,
and I think the Minister might well en-
deavour to recrnit some younger men whao
could grow up in the office and familiarise
themselves with the business. T feel sure
that the members of the present staff, who
are doing a wonderfully good joh, would
welcome any assistance that could be given
to them. Right throngh that office, consider-
able delay is experienced by people who have
business to transaet. This, as I have ex-
plained, is not the fanlt of the staff; it is
due to the fact that the office is wocfally
under-manned. The mere fact of having to
wait two or three months for a litle after
having put through the transfer is inter-
fering with the ordinary course of business.

Recontly I noticed mention in the Press
of the intention to build a new bridge across
the Swan River ai Fremantle, Sinee that
announcement, I have carefully scanned the
Fress daily in search of some intimation from
the Government as to whether it is proposed
to build the bridge in the near future or in
the dim future. This is my second request,
namely, that the Government will give some
further information on this matter. I make
this request because people living in the
area—in North Fremantle and part of Iast
Fremantle—are feeling considerable con-
cern. Right through the war years they have
heen unable to get any renovations made to
their premises, and now when there is a
chance of getting them made they are afraid
that immediately afterwards the Govern-
ment will eome along and resume their pro-
periies. If an intimation were given that
the bridge would not be built for some years,
the people in those areas would feel a little
more contented. They would know what
they had to face and what it was necessary
for them to do.
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1 notice that there appears to be a lack of
co-ordination or co-operation hetween vari-
ous departments. When public works are
being carried ont in that district, I should
like to see some co-operation hetween the
Minister for Railways in regard to the pro-
posed new bridge and the Water Supply and
Sewcrage Department. The Water Supply
and Sewerage Department has, within the
last week or so, resumed activities in that
arca, and here again the owners of the pro-
pertics I have indicated may within the next
year or so he faced with the question of
connecting their premises with the sewerage
system and a year or so after may find their
properties heing resumed by the Govern-
ment, Therefore 1 should like some an-
nouncement hy the Government as to what
its intentions are.

For a long time I have heen interested in
the subject of housing, though I suppose
other members have shown equal interest in
it. Recently, whilst in the Eastern States,
I took the opportunity of communicating
with the Minister for Housing in Vietoria
and went into the question very thoroughly
with him. He took me out and showed me
quite a lot of the work being done there,
hoth in the way of building new premises and
in the reconditioning of vacated Army huts.
The work being done there was of quite eon-
siderable value, and I am pleased to see that
the Government of this State is also work-
ing along similar lines. Whilst in New South
Wales T investigated the scheme of the Ryde
Municipal Council, That muunicipality is
endeavouring at the moment to build some-
thing like 2,500 homes; 1 think the
projeet is known as the £2,000,000 housing
seheme. I should like to see some of the
municipalities in this State taking a leaf out
of the hook of the Ryde Municipal Council
and doing something along similar lines,

The main question I wish to raise regard-
ing housing is that of costs. T was pleased to
see the recent announcement that the Gov-
ernment had appointed Mr. Wallwork to
investigate the guestion of honsing and that
amongst the points he is fo inquire into is
that of costs. I have gone very deeply into
this question. I do not know whether Mr.
Thomson will agree with me in the statement
I am about to make, but I am guite satisfled
in my own mind that the ordinary house of
o value of £1,000 is costing at the very
Jeast £100 more than it should.

Hon. G. B. Wood: More than that.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is a conservative
estimate. I sce no justification for the pre-
sent prices. The figure I have mentioned is
arrived at after taking info consideration
all phases—the present cost of timber and of
labour and painting and other things con-
nected with housing. I am safe in saying—
and I ean prove it by figures, though I do
not intend to go into figures today—that the
wost to the individual of these premises is
£100 more than it should be.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Who is getting the
rake-off 7

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member
wants me to get into an grgument, bat I
have told members that I do not intend to
discuss anything controversial. I have gone
into this question thoroughly. T have aseer-
tained the cost of timber and everything else,
and 1 am satisfled that builders are getting
£100 more than they should on every £1,000
house. I suppose some builders’ organisa-
tions will eriticise my remarks throngh the
Press, but I am not afraid of them. I ean
show hy actual figures that I am right. I am
pleased that onc of the matters into whieh
Myr. Wallwork will inguire is the guesiion of
prices. It is remarkable, when ene analyses
the position, to find that we have sef a price
on almost everything going into these honses,
but have not established what the price of
the huildings should be. Iloes that not seem
ridiculous?

Hon. A. Thomson: It is hard to set o
priee on the labour.

Hon, ¢. FRASER: It is not very hard at
all. The price of labour has been established
and the price of timber is fixed. The same
ean he said of the prices of almost the whoie,
if not the whole, of the commodities that are
required for building, but the price that a
person who wants a home shall pay has not
heen fixed.

Hon. A. Thomson: Can you set a price on
the actual labour?

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes.

Hon, A. Thomson: Then you will have
solved the problem.

Hon, G. FRASER: The price is already
set. I have no need to set it. What labour
is going to cost is already determined.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The loss in manpower
per day amounts to £76 per building.
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Hon. G, FRASER: I will make allow-
ances for all the shrinkage, but in spite of
all that, houses are costing £100 more
than they should.

Hon. I.. B. Bolton: Wil the cost be any
texs when the workers get a 40-hour week?

Hon. . FRASER: The hon. member is
trying to start an avgument on a matter
that T am not prepared to discuss at this
stage. I will debate that question later
in the session, but not today.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
should address the Chair now and then.

ion. (. F2ASER: I beg your pardon,
Sir. At this stage 1 am merely mentioning,
in passing, the cost of building today.

Hon. A. Thomson: Would you suggest
what would Le a reasonable profit on a
£1,000 job for a man who takes all the re-
spensibility ?

Llon. (+, FRASER : In assessing the figurs
at €100, T have tazken into consideration
what T would regard as a reasonable profit.

Hon, A. Thomson: What is a reasonable
profit ?

Hon. ;. F?ARER: I would say 10 per
eent. on a £1,000 job.

Hon F. E. (Gibson: That is too much.

[on. (+. FRASER: And on that figure the
huildings are costing £100 more than they
shondl.

Hon C. P, Baxter: You would put them
throwrh the Bankruptey Court!

Hon. . FRASER: The hon. member al-
wiiy< looks for something big, but T am
= t'slied with something reasonable.

Hon. . F. Baxter: It is a lot of guess-
work,

Hon, . FRASER: It is not, and I will
prove that to the hon. member. I will show
him the actual figures. ¥ am not talking
through my hat.

ITen. (3. B. Wood: Where does the £100
go?

MMen. A, Thomson: Any contractor who
made an average of 10 per cent would con-
sider he was doing very well indeed.

Hon. (f. FRASER: I will make this defi-
nite statement, and am prepared to sub-
stantiate it: That the eest of building today
is 20 per cent. over and above the cost of
materials and Jabour. That is a pretty
fair statement to make. That is what

houses are costing today. I am pleased
indeed about the appointment of Mr. Wall-
work, and hope that in his report he will
make recommendations whereby some eon-
trol may be exercised over the aetual eost
of buildings. e have solved the problem
up to the stage of a man building a house
and then have lefi the matter alone. I
want the whole thing completed and I feel
sure that when the report is delivered,
something on those lines will be done.
Peference is made in the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speeelt to quite a lot of legislation to he
introduced this session, Amongst it is the
everyday question of starting-priee betting.
I understand that there is also to be a Bill
vegarding trotting countrel, so that we can
lock forward to what might be termed a
sporting session. The matters I have men-
tioned, together with consideration of the
constitutional aspeet of this House and
many other interesting subjects set down
for debate, ensure that we may look for-
ward to an enjoyable session.

HON. ¢&. BENNETTS (South): I form-
ally seeond the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, dehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.57 p.m,
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at noon,
pursuant to Proclamation by His Excellency
the Lieatenant-Governor, which Proclama-
lion was read by the Clerk (Mr. F. G.
Steere).

MESSAGE—OPENING BY
COMMISSIONER.
A Message from His Excellency’s
Commissioner requested the attendance of
members of the Legislative Assembly in the



